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CONTENTS

OVERALL, BOOK DISTRIBUTION CONTINUES  
TO INCREASE ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT

The African bbt continues to grow and 
fulfil its mandate to publish as many 

books in African languages as possible. 
Overall, book distribution continues to 
increase on the African continent, and 
our collaboration with various centres 
and projects has strengthened. We also 
hosted the 10th bbt Africa conference in 
Nairobi in 2019. 

Our collaboration has facilitated the 
availability of books in Amharic, Lin-
gala, Portuguese, Chinese, and Arabic. 
We are happy to report that books 
have reached these new frontier mar-
kets. The international edition of Back 
to Godhead magazine continues to be 
printed in South Africa, and there have 
been concerted efforts to increase the 
number of subscribers. Our plans to de-
velop the proprietary software to en-
hance our subscription management 
efforts are pending and a high priority 
for 2020.

We are settled at our new bbt of-
f ices, which have also become the 
home of the iskcon Global property 
off ice. Given that books help fund 
temple construction across the world, 
co-sharing office space is a welcome

initiative. We have also embarked on ef-
forts to sharpen our in-house skills in the 
digital space, given the growing demand 
for online and real-time reading. We 
expect the O & O markets (offline and 
online) to grow proportionally and will 
position our digital outreach accordingly.

We are grateful to His Holiness Jayad-
vaita Swami for his continued support 
and guidance. This year, we welcome 
Bhakta Lushen to our f inance depart-
ment. We also welcome Srivas Pandit 
Dasa as our new head of marketing and 
communications and look forward to 
exploring new digital platforms for 
marketing and branding.

We are extremely grateful to the Global 
bbt trustees, gbc members, and iskcon 
leaders for their continued support. We 
also thank the bbta team for their pro-
fessional efforts to advance the work of 
the African bbt. May 2020 be another 
glorious year for book production and 
distribution! 

MESSAGE FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE TRUSTEE

Govardhana 
Dasa
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ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

EMERITUS TRUSTEE

INTERNATIONAL TRUSTEE

BBT AFRICA TRUSTEES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

His Holiness  
Jayadvaita Swami

Govardhana  
Dasa

Krishna-jñana 
Dasa

Mukundanghri 
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Dasa
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PRODUCTION REPORT

PRODUCTION SUMMARY

As of 2019, we have 24 titles in production

• 2 print ready 
  (1 Swahili, and 1 Afrikaans)

• 4 nearly print-ready 
  (1 Xhosa; 2 Sotho; 1 English)

• 2 layout/design phase 
  (1 Swahili, 1 Chichewa)

• 12 in editing phase 
  (1 Afrikaans, 2 English, 1 Xhosa, 8 Sotho)

• 4 in translation phase 
  (2 Afrikaans, 1 Amharic, 1 Lingala)

letter to Karandhara Dasa, Tokyo, 2 
May, 1972)

Thus, to reach and expand Prabhu-
pada’s audiences, in 2019 we published 
Easy Journey to Other Planets in Am-
haric (a language spoken in Ethiopia) 
and reprinted the English The Science of 
Self-Realisation. We also produced the 
second pan-African Srila Prabhupada 
Vyasa-puja book (digital edition only) 
with just under four hundred tributes. 
We will, of course, continue working on 
more titles. Twenty-four in fact, notably 
an Afrikaans translation of Bhagavad-
gita As It Is and another Amharic title: 
Sri Isopanisad. 

S rila Prabhupada can be appreciated 
for plenty of reasons. First of all, we 

could appreciate him for faithfully rep-
resenting the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudi-
ya-sampradaya, or our disciplic suc-
cession. We could further appreciate 
him as Lord Krishna’s pure devotee, as 
an exceptional spiritual leader, a com-
manding speaker, erudite theologian, 
enlightened teacher, example worthy 
of following, excellent host and engag-
ing communicator, meticulous director 
and organiser, friendly (grand)father, 
demanding (grand)father — the list 
could go on and on.

At bbt Africa we especially appreciate 
Srila Prabhupada as a profound and 
prolific author of life- and world-chang-
ing books. Indeed, our tireless publica-
tion efforts are sustained by this deep 
appreciation of his literary legacy. So 
much so, that we want to ensure that 
it’ll extend far, far into the future and all 
over the world so that as many people 
as possible can benefit from it.

“Gradually, we shall replace the lite-
ratures which are currently popular 
with our own style of transcendental 
literature. I have tried it: any page you 
open, that is wonderful reading matter. 
My ambition is to spread these books 
far and wide all over the world so that 
everyone shall read at least one of our 
books and that will change his life. If 
only 1% become devotees, that will
change the world.” (Srila Prabhupada, 



4

Cover of the 
Amharic 

Easy 
Journey to 
Other 
Planets

(2019)
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Bbt Africa’s financial performance for 
the year ended 2019 is such that we 

achieved a profit in accordance with 
costs incurred in book production. 
Over the years, bbt Africa has improved 
by purchasing fixed assets and invest-
ing in human capital to improve the 
organisation’s growth. 

The key expenses are also in line with 
growth objectives. We’re developing 
strategies to improve future revenue. 
Our key financial indicators are in ac-
cordance with the acid test (2:1 ratio).

Therefore, bbt Africa can cover its 
short-term debt obligations, with bank 
accounts being in a favourable position. 

The liquidity test shows that bbt Africa 
is still in a strong position. Long-term 
debt is on an interest-free basis, with 
creditors being paid on a monthly 
basis. 

KEY FINANCIAL INDICATORS

SUMMARY OF KEY 
EXPENSES FOR 

THE YEAR ENDED 
31 DECEMBER 

2019
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BACK TO GODHEAD MAGAZINE

Over the years, we’ve faced several 
challenges, which were all over-

come, and the magazine has evolved 
into a bimonthly magazine and covers  
all aspects of the philosophy and prac-
tice of Krishna consciousness as taught 
by Srila Prabhupada. 

In keeping with the purposes of Back 
to Godhead magazine, the btg team 
focused on content creation. We wel-
comed new writers from Africa and 
submitted articles to the btg editor. 
One article from Africa was chosen for 
the July/August 2020 issue. 

Back to Godhead magazine was Srila 
Prabhupada’s tool to spread Krishna 
consciousness and has been a spiritual 
catalyst for many. 

We pray that btg will continue to in-
spire and help every living being re-
member and serve Sri Krishna, the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead. 

SIX PURPOSES OF  
BACK TO GODHEAD MAGAZINE

To help all people discern reality 
from illusion, spirit from matter, 
the eternal from the temporary.

To expose the faults of materialism.

To offer guidance in the Vedic tech-
niques of spiritual life.

To preserve and spread the Vedic 
culture.

To celebrate the chanting of the 
holy names of God as taught by 
Lord Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.

To help every living being remem-
ber and serve Sri Krishna, the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead.
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BOOK DISTRIBUTION IN AFRICA

In 2019, over eight million bbt publica-
tions (books and magazines) where 

distributed globally. Asia was the lar- 
gest contributor with 5 382 921 publica-
tions distributed (i.e.,  65%). 
 
iskcon Africa contributed 3% to the 
global total, which equates to a total of 
243 139 publications distributed across 
the African continent. 

This is the 6th largest total in terms of 
number of publications distributed 
as per records dating back to 1982 and 
the eighth consecutive year that a total 
above 200 000 was achieved. 

Africa placed 5th out of the six continents 
participating in book distribution.  

In terms of total points, Africa is placed 
6th with a total of 137 859.70 points.

Comparing and analysing the African 
scores, we see that South Africa distrib-
uted the most publications, followed by 
Kenya and Mauritius. 

An analysis of the spiritual competition 
between temples shows us that iskcon 
Durban (South Africa) distributed the 
highest number of books, followed by 
iskcon Nairobi (Kenya) and iskcon 
Kisumu (Kenya). 

Rated by book points, South Africa was 
the highest-placed African country 
(11th) and iskcon Durban the highest-
placed temple (35th).

BOOK DISTRIBUTION BY COUNTRY AND BOOK TYPE
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The annual Prabhupada marathon 
remains a productive campaign, 

contributing 62% to the yearly distri-
bution total. 

A dedicated drive in December 2019 re-
alized 150 004 distributed publications 

BOOK DISTRIBUTION TREND

with a close finish between South Africa 
(72 877) and Kenya (71 435).  

Numerous festivals, programs, and 
strate gies were employed to attain these 
figures. It is with admiration that bbt 
Africa acknowledges the efforts of all 
involved (both directly and indirectly).

TOTAL PUBLICATIONS DISTRIBUTED IN AFRICA AND ANALYSIS BY BOOK TYPE
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SHASTRA DHANA

The Shastra Dhana project was created 
by a grhasta couple that was looking 

for new ways to distribute Srila Prabhu-
pada’s books. Through this project, Srila 
Prabhupada’s books and magazines 
have been placed in over 500 public 
libra ries in South Africa, Swaziland, 
Ghana, and Kenya. Books and maga-
zines have also been sent to approxi-
mately 130 South African prisons. 

Over the past few years, book distribu-
tion through Shastra Dhana slowed 
down when the founding members 
relocated. 

In 2019, Shastra Dana, which means 
“giving spiritual culture in charity,” was 
resurrected and rebranded as “Shastra 
Dhana – Giving the Gift of Knowl-
edge,” and a five-pillar strategy was 
developed:

1 Create a financially sustainable 
program to fund the placement of 

bbt publications within African 
communities.

2 Develop a logistics framework to 
enable the placement of bbt pub-
lications across Africa.

3 Identify suitable communities for 
the placement of bbt publications.

4 Use existing avenues and develop 
new ones to identify and place 
bbt publications to develop and/
or grow interest in Vedic teachings.

5 In the long term, create a vehicle to 
fund preaching activities through-
out Africa.

Apart from establishing a new and 
highly motivated team, our main 
achievement in 2019 was setting up 
the Shastra Dhana Trust, including ap-
pointing directors and registering Shas-
tra Dhana as a non-profit organisation.

LOOKING FORWARD
In 2020 we want to (1) apply to sars for Section 
18A pbo registration to give donors a tax benefit 
for their contributions, (2) create a brochure 
about this, (3) approach donors, and (4) find 
new avenues to distribute Srila Prabhupada’s 
books across Africa.
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ENVIRONMENTALLY  
SUSTAINABLE PUBLISHING
Bbt Africa is committed to print-

ing on paper which is sourced in 
an environmentally-friendly, socially 
responsible, and economically viable 
manner. As such, bbt Africa makes use 
of paper certified by the Forest Stew-
ardship Council (fsc).

This is in line with publishing trends 
across the globe and has the aim of 
using responsibly managed wood to 
ensure that we print our books in an 
environmentally sustainable manner.

BBTA CONFERENCE

Every year, bbt Africa hosts leading 
members of the International Soci-

ety for Krishna Consciousness (iskcon) 
for a conference to discuss all aspects 
of book production and distribution 
with the intention to inspire book dis-
tributors and to adopt collaborative 
strategies. 

Our 10th Annual Bbt Africa Conference 
was held on 12 October 2019 in Nairobi, 
Kenya, and was a resounding success. 
It was attended by both local and in-
ternational delegates. 

The event provided bbt Africa with the 
opportunity to discuss the implementa-
tion of effective outreach strategies to 
expand the book distribution network. 
Speakers from across the African con-
tinent presented their experiences in 
book distribution and the impact that 
it has had on their lives. 

The Annual Bbt Africa Conference 
continues to be a pivotal platform for 
leaders across the African continent to 
discuss sankirtana.
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CORPORATE DETAILS

Warehouse
c/o Fatton Ariva
Unit No. 1, 12 Hamburg Ave
Aeroport Spartan, Johannesburg

E-mail
info@bbtafrica.co.za

Website
www.bbtafrica.co.za

Auditors
Ramathe Incorporated

Bankers
Nedbank Limited

Registration Number
IT1560/03

Income Tax Number
0992/237/15/6

Trustees
J.E. Israel, Dr R. Singh, Prof S. Singh

J. Mahadeo, M. Nkosi

Office
HQ Bedfordview

Ground Floor — Block C — Office 32 
Cnr Smith and Arbroath Road

Bedfordview, Johannesburg
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THE BHAKTIVEDANTA 
BOOK TRUST
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