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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE TRUSTEE 
 

2018 has been another memorable year for the 

Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Africa (BBTA). We 

settled into our new headquarters in 

Bedfordview and this has facilitated our book 

production efforts. We continued to manage the 

printing and logistics for the global Back To 

Godhead (BTG) magazine. Plans are afoot to add 

local African content to BTG magazine by 

inserting eight pages of content directly 

relevant to the African continent.  

 

We produced three new titles in 2018. The 

highlight was the first printing of Beyond Birth 

and Death in the Chichewa language (for the 

people of Malawi). We also imported, for the first 

time, Chinese and Arabic Books for distribution 

across Africa. 

 

The 6th Annual Bhaktivedanta Swami Lecture 

was hosted in Johannesburg. The topic for 2018 

was ethical leadership. The topic came up at a 

time when South Africa, as a country, was at a 

crossroads on matters of ethical leadership. 

Hence, the discourse that arose from the 2018 

Lecture garnered a lot of interest and positive 

reviews. 

 

The 9th Annual BBT Africa Conference was 

convened in Mauritius and was a resounding 

success. These BBT conferences are designed 

to stimulate discussion on all matters of book 

distribution. We learnt about the continuing 

difficulties surrounding the lack of availability of 

French titles and resolved to address this issue 

by mid-2019. 

In 2019, we will celebrate the 75th anniversary of 

Back To Godhead. Therefore, we have deemed 

2019 to be the year of BTG. We have exciting 

plans in place to reignite the interest in BTG and 

aim to restore BTG as the backbone of the Hare 

Krishna movement. 

 

I wish to thank the BBT Africa team and ISKCON 

leadership across Africa for the unwavering 

support they have shown us in our efforts to 

please Śrīla Prabhupāda.  

 

I also extend my gratitude to all the well-

wishers and friends of the BBT who have 

assisted us during the year. 

 

On behalf of the devotees on the African 

continent, I would also like to thank His Holiness 

Jayādvaita Swami for his continued guidance 

and support.  

 

We look forward to achieving more in the 

service of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s sacred books in 

2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Govardhana Dāsa, Executive Trustee 
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Govardhana Dāsa 

Mahā-prasāda Govinda 
Dāsa 

Śrī Govinda Dāsa Mukundānghri Dāsa 

 

Krsna-jñāna Dāsa 

 

Vaikuntha Devi Dāsi 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

BBT AFRICA TRUSTEES 

INTERNATIONAL TRUSTEE 

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 

EMERITUS TRUSTEE 

His Holiness Jayādvaita Swami 
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PRODUCTION REPORT 
 

ŚRĪLA PRABHUPĀDA’S BOOKS 

One of our mottos at BBT Africa has always been 

that Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books save lives. But 

save lives from what? In one sense, we could say 

that Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books save us from 

ourselves: from our unwitting or wilful 

ignorance, or from our unthinking or self-willed 

stubbornness. In short, from the habitual 

unruliness of our minds.  

 

These books untangle us from such disarray. 

Underneath all our mental noise, they make us 

supple to the will of God and feed our starving 

souls, so they may find satisfaction in Krishna 

consciousness alone. In this way, Prabhupāda’s 

books prevent us from killing our own soul, our 

own life — if we read them, that is.  

 

At BBT Africa, we are determined to continue 

reproducing the favourable winds of 

Prabhupāda’s words as books so that we may all 

be impelled on our course back home, back to 

Godhead. 

 

PUBLICATIONS IN AFRICAN LANGUAGES 

Since 2011, BBT Africa has produced twenty-two 

titles in eleven languages. We’ve also published 

devotional books other than Śrīla Prabhupāda’s 

such as the Handbook of Vaishnava Songs and 

Practices, and we’re currently working on The 

Narāda Book. 

 

 

In 2018, we published Transcendental Teachings 

of Prāhlada Mahārāja in Amharic (a language 

spoken in Ethiopia) and Introduction to 

Bhagavad-gītā in Lingala (spoken in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African 

Republic, and Angola).  

 

TITLES IN PRODUCTION 

As of 2019, we have 23 titles in production: 

3 print ready 
1 Chichewa 
1 Swahili 
1 Afrikaans 

1 nearly print-ready 1 Xhosa 

3 layout/design phase 
1 Amharic 

1 Swahili 
1 Chichewa 

13 in editing phase 

1 Afrikaans 
 1 English 
1 Xhosa 
10 Sotho 

3 in translation phase 
1 Afrikaans 
1 Amharic 
1 Lingala 

 

VYASA-PUJA BOOK 

Another title worth mentioning is our 2018 Śrīla 

Prabhupāda Vyasa-puja Book with over 560 

offerings. This enthusiastic response was most 

encouraging, and we hope that this yearly 

publication will truly represent all the devotees 

serving on the African continent. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 

BBT Africa’s financial performance for the year 

ended 2018 is such that we achieved a profit in 

accordance with costs incurred in book 

production. BBT Africa has improved over the 

years by purchasing fixed assets and investing 

in human capital to improve the growth of the 

organisation. The key expenses are also being 

noted in line with growth objectives. Strategies 

are being developed to improve future revenue.  

 

Key financial indicators in accordance with the 

acid test are accomplished in the 2:1 ratio. 

Therefore, BBT Africa can cover its short-term 

debt obligations, with bank accounts being in a 

favourable position. The liquidity test shows that 

BBT Africa is still in a strong position. Long-term 

debt is on an interest-free basis, with creditors 

being paid on a monthly basis.  

 

Our future plans are to utilise resources more 

efficiently. As a part of long-term planning, BBT 

Africa will open a company to better manage the 

interests of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s institution. 

 

SUMMARY OF KEY EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018 

 Change  2018    2017   
  %  R    R   
BBT Annual Conference 35%                69 000                   51 000    
Bhaktivedanta Swami Lecture -61%                 13 000                  33 000    
Rent -25%              105 000               140 000    
Insurance -6%                 17 000                  18 000    
Salaries -7%               193 000                207 000    
Total Key Expenses (12%)             397 000              449 000    

Figures are rounded to the nearest thousand 

 

BACK TO GODHEAD MAGAZINE 

 

The Back To Godhead (BTG) magazine has gone 

through changes at a global level. It was decided 

that the BTG Trust in Africa be issued with a 

license to publish eight pages of content, 

including the rights to make any changes to the 

cover page of the BTG magazine. With this 

mandate, the BTG team embarked on a drive to 

setup the foundational structure and resources 

necessary to accomplish this task. 

 

AFRICAN CONTINENT 

While book points for the BTG subscription 

program in Africa show a decline in all 

countries, the reasons of which vary, the 

publishing team for BTG in Africa aims to 

provide a fresh outlook, compiling articles on 

the practical application of spiritual principles 

that are relatable to everyone across the 

continent. With this new vision, we have started 

recruiting writers, editors, and design and  
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layout artists and are working on new editorial 

features that speaks to and aligns with what the 

African market wants. 

 

This year we have setup a distribution centre at 

our BBT offices, in Johannesburg, which 

ensures that our subscribers receive their 

magazines and that any queries received are 

resolved timeously. We are also working on a 

website: www.btgafrica.co.za that will be 

launched in 2020. 

 

BTG CELEBRATES 75 YEARS IN 2019 

2019 marks the 75th anniversary of BTG 

magazine.  The first BTG magazine was written, 

edited, and personally typed out by Śrīla 

Prabhupāda in 1944. Over the years, several 

challenges arose and were overcome. The 

magazine evolved into a bimonthly magazine 

which covers  all aspects of the philosophy and 

practice of Krishna consciousness as taught by 

Śrīla Prabhupāda. 

 

BBT PAMPHLET STRATEGY 
 

A NEW ERA OF OUTREACH 

Śrīla Prabhupāda was never one to shy away 

from innovation. While disseminating ancient 

Vedic wisdom, he used modern tools to amplify 

its reach.  

The world is now at the dawn of the fourth 

industrial revolution. Digital media and digital 

content continue to play an ever-increasing role 

in our lives as consumers of information. 

The BBT Africa Pamphlet Strategy has begun the 

process of positioning itself to not only respond 

 

to the opportunities and challenges posed by the 

change but to also to forecast future trends. 

 

THE FOUR KEY STRATEGIC AREAS OF FOCUS: 

 Print media 

 Digital media 

 Training 

 Customer care 

 

The print media platform has now been 

established and continues to grow. 

PRINT MEDIA CURRENT STATUS 

          No. of Books (mn) 

African 
Languages 10 Pamphlets 20 

1 Arabic 150 
2 Kiswahili 120 
3 French 90 
4 English 60 
5 Hausa 50 
6 Oromo 30 
7 Yoruba 30 
8 Amharic 28 
9 Igbo 24 
10 IsiZulu 20 

http://www.btgafrica.co.za/
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BOOK DISTRIBUTION IN AFRICA 

 

In 2018, devotees across the African continent 

distributed 284,678 BBT publications (books and 

magazines). This is the second largest yearly 

total in terms of number of books distributed as 

per records dating back to 1979. This also marks 

the seventh consecutive year that ISKCON 

distributed more than 200,000 publications. 

 

In terms of the total number of books distributed 

internationally, ISKCON Africa finished ahead of 

Australasia (unchanged from 2017) and took the 

fifth place out of six continents on which book 

distribution takes place.  African book 

distribution contributed 3% to the global 

distribution total of 9,460,792 books. In terms of 

total book points, Africa placed fifth with a total 

of 131,746,75 points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTRY ANALYSIS 

An analysis of African countries sees Kenya 

with the highest number of distributed 

publications followed by South Africa and 

Mauritius.  

 

The spiritual competition amongst temples sees 

ISKCON Nairobi (Kenya) with the highest 

number of books distributed, followed by 

ISKCON Durban (South Africa) and ISKCON 

Kisumu (Kenya). Globally, Kenya placed ninth 

and ISKCON Nairobi placed twenty-eighth as 

the highest ranking African country and temple 

respectively (rated by book points).  

 

KENYAN SUCCESS STORY 

The Kenyan yatra exemplified what is possible 

with strong determination and faith. During the 

December Book Marathon, devotees there 

managed to distribute over 107,000 books.  

Just over a hundred devotees, spread across 

the country, achieved this feat and made it a 

remarkable story of mercy and conviction in 

Prabhupāda’s sacred order: distribute books! 

 

43%

39%

15%
3% Kenya

South Africa

Mauritius

Other African
Countries

7%
11%

9%

7%65%

Big Books

Magazines

Maha Big Books

Medium Books

Small Books

BOOK DISTRIBUTION BY COUNTRY BOOK DISTRIBUTION BY BOOK TYPE 
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Numerous festivals, programs, and strategies 

were employed for distributing books with the 

annual December Book Marathon remaining the 

most productive campaign.  

 

The 2018 December Book Marathon contributed 

61,84 % to the yearly book distribution total.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with great pleasure that BBT Africa 

acknowledges the efforts of all involved — both 

directly and indirectly — in the attainment of 

these figures. 

 

Total publications distributed in Africa and analysis by book type: 2010‒2018 

Country Total 
Publications Magazines Small 

Books 
Medium 

Books Big Books Maha Big 
Books Full Sets Points 

Kenya 122 429 466 82 336 12 968 11 243 15 416 24 69 190 

South 
Africa 110 491 30 328 60 609 5 776 5 594 8 184 77 43 035 

Mauritius 43 635 68 39 073 1 553 1 474 1 467 2 14 960 

Malawi 2 284 84 2 023 - 104 73 - 764 

Botswana 1 989 273 1 668 33 2 13 - 489 

Nigeria 1 186 1 061 70 11 9 35 - 208 

Zambia 674 200 130 24 56 264 - 649 

Togo 463 - 95 - 356 12 - 404 

Ivory Coast 254 160 76 - 2 16 - 69 

Congo(D.R.) 74 50 21 - 2 1 - 14 

TOTAL 283 479 32 690 186 101 20 365 18 842 25 481 103 129 782 

 -

 50 000

 100 000

 150 000

 200 000

 250 000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Small Books Medium Books Big Books Maha Big Books

BOOK DISTRIBUTION TREND 
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BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI LECTURE 

 

The 6th Annual Bhaktivedanta Swami Lecture 

(BSL) was held on 24 May 2018 and discussed 

“Ethical Leadership” under the microscope 

of Vedic wisdom by asking: “What is the 

construct of ethical leadership?”  

 

Ethical leaders are expected to think about 

long-term consequences, drawbacks, and 

benefits of the decisions they make in an 

organization. Ethical leaders set high ethical 

standards and act in accordance with them. 

They influence ethical values of the organization 

through their behaviour. Leaders serve as role 

models for their followers and show them the 

behavioural boundaries set within an 

organization. However, according to the Vedic 

model of leadership, leaders should also 

personally uphold the virtues of truthfulness, 

cleanliness, sobriety, and compassion. All such 

virtues are cultivated in the pursuit for higher 

spiritual consciousness within themselves and 

for their followers. The more the leader “walks 

the talk” by translating internalized values into 

action, the higher the level of trust and respect 

he garners from followers. 

 

The keynote address was delivered by Vrajabāsi 

Dāsa, a teacher and monk in the ancient 

Vaishnava tradition of bhakti-yoga. He not only 

unpacked the theoretical ideas we have about 

leadership but also delved into thought 

provoking case studies and examples in South 

Africa’s historical and political context. Sage 

insight that is both wise and practical. 

BBT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

BBT Africa hosts leading members of the 

International Society for Krishna 

Consciousness (ISKCON) for an annual 

conference with the aim of increasing access to 

BBT publications on the African continent.  

 

The 9th Annual BBT Africa Conference that was 

held on 22 September 2018 in Mauritius was a 

resounding success, boasting an attendance of 

over 400 local and international delegates. The 

event provided BBT Africa with the opportunity 

to discuss the implementation of effective 

outreach strategies to expand the book 

distribution network. Speakers from across the 

African continent presented their experiences 

in book distribution and the impact that it has 

had on their lives. The BBT Africa Conference 

continues to be a pivotal platform for discussion 

about sankirtana for leaders across the African 

continent. 

Conference Resolutions 

 Increase the number of publications in 

French 

 Establish BBT presence in Mauritius 
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BHADRA CAMPAIGN 

 

The Bhadra Campaign was a global initiative 

held in 2018 in order to increase appreciation for 

the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam.  

 

This was done on the occasion of Bhadra 

Purnima, (24/25 September 2018) through 

encouraging devotees to distribute sets of 

Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam.  

 

This campaign forms part of the Go Matsya 

initiative led by HG Vaisesika Dāsa (North 

American BBT) and HG Satyanarayana Dāsa 

(BBT Europe) in an effort to preserve and spread 

Vedic literature. 

 

During the campaign, devotees distributed a 

total of 7,007 sets of Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam 

world-wide, with a total of 24 distributed within 

Africa. 

 
 

ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE PUBLISHING 

 

BBT Africa is committed to printing on paper 

which is sourced in an environmentally-

friendly, socially responsible, and economically 

viable manner. As such, BBT Africa makes use of 

paper certified by the Forest Stewardship 

Council (FSC). 

This is in line with publishing trends across the 

globe and has the aim of using responsibly 

managed wood to ensure that we print our 

books in an environmentally sustainable 

manner. 
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CORPORATE DETAILS 
 

Registration Number 

IT1560/03 
 

Income Tax Number 

0992/237/15/6 
 

Trustees 

R. Singh , S. Singh , J. Mahadeo, M. Nkosi , D. W. Hume , B. V. Bruhl 
 

Office 

HQ Bedfordview 

Ground Floor ‒ Block C ‒ Office 32 

Cnr Smith and Arbroath Road 

Bedfordview, Johannesburg 
 

Warehouse 

c/o Fatton Ariva 

Unit No. 1, 12 Hamburg Ave 

Aeroport Spartan, Johannesburg 

 

E-mail 

info@bbtafrica.co.za 

 

Website 

www.bbtafrica.co.za 

 

Auditors 

Ramathe Incorporated 

 

Bankers 

Nedbank Limited 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=FF5A8897EDZJJ 

 

http://www.bbtafrica.co.za/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=FF5A8897EDZJJ

