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MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENIOR TRUSTEE

I wish to take the opportunity of my 
opening message to praise a devotee 
who set a great example by his dedica-

tion to spreading Kṛṣṇa consciousness in 
central Africa, especially through the dis-
tribution of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books. That 
is His Grace Bāl Nitāi Dāsa, a disciple of His 
Holiness Mahā-viṣṇu Swami Mahārāja. 

Bāl Nitāi loved to preach. When I 
visited his base at Kinshasa some years 
ago, getting from the airport door to our 
car took what seemed like half an hour or 
more because Bāl Nitāi surrounded me 
with a kīrtana party that, as we left, wound 
its way through the car park, chanting, 
giving short talks, teaching people the 
Hare Kṛṣṇa mantra, and distributing 
pamphlets and books. Getting to the car 
was a second priority. The f irst priority 
was to give people the holy name and the 
message of Kṛṣṇa consciousness. 

The pamphlets the devotees were 
giving out pulled together different bits 
and pieces of content, getting them onto 
the page without regard for the niceties of 
typo graphy and design. From a professional 
point of view they were a mess. But they 
were in French, the language of the people, 
and the pamphlets got the message out. 
Spreading Kṛṣṇa consciousness was urgent, 
and it couldn’t wait for professionalism. 

If I recall, Bāl Nitāi had even put to-
gether some sort of small French book 
to distribute, in the form of photocopied 
pages—again, just to get the message out. 

From the airport we went to the 
temple, at that time a suburban house 
the devotees had been given to use, with 
a garden, and sometimes running water, 
and hallways with ceilings that from time 
to time dropped big chunks of plaster (if 
you were lucky, not on your head). 

But the pride of the temple was the 
book room, which had books in stock, 
mostly in English (French titles were costly 
and hard to come by), for distribution 
locally and on forays to other countries 
in the region. Mahā-viṣṇu Mahārāja 
supplied the books, and Bāl Nitāi and his 
devotees distributed them.

With the coming of the African bbt 
to Congo-Kinshasa, we started working 
with Bāl Nitāi. We worked with him to 

Left:  
Jayādvaita Swami, 
senior trustee



4

produce proper French pamphlets. We 
put him in touch with the bbt in North 
Europe, which handles French. And we 
lobbied with that bbt to help him get low-
cost books in French. 

Communications between Africa 
and Europe (and between Kinshasa and 
Johannesburg) were on-again off-again, 
and books for Congo weren’t at the top of 
the priority list for the bbt in Northern 
Europe. But Bāl Nitāi kept pushing. And 
last year we saw the f irst Lingala book—
the Introduction to Bhagavad-gītā—print-
ed locally in Kinshasa by bbt Africa. 

Bāl Nitāi was a charismatic devotee, 
joyful, smiling, attractive. And he kept 
preaching and book distribution always 

in the forefront. I was saddened, therefore, 
to hear in February that after a struggle 
with cancer he had left this world. 

I will miss his enthusiasm, his 
pushiness, and his letters written in 
awkward English from a French-speaking 
mind, pushing to get more French books 
for central Africa. He served as an 
example of how one local devotee with 
enthusiasm and determination could 
spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness and inspire 
others. Such devotees are the life and 
soul of the bbt. And so I dedicate this 
space to his memory. 

Hare Kṛṣṇa. 

“Bāl Nitāi was a charismatic devotee, joyful,  

smiling, attractive. And he kept preaching and  

book distribution always in the forefront.”

Left (middle):  
Bāl Nitāi Dāsa
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OPERATIONS &  
STRATEGIC OVERVIEW

Message from the Executive Trustee

B bt Africa has posted another year 
of exceptional results. This year we 
moved into our flagship off ices in 

Bedfordview. This gives us a permanent 
base from which to plan, meet, capaci-
tate and multiply our efforts to advance 
the dual objectives of production and 
distribution. In the production section of 
this report, you will see all the new titles 
printed and the plans going forward. It is 
particularly pleasing to see Śrīla Prabhu-
pāda’s books being printed for the f irst 
time in some African languages like Lin-
gala and Amharic. We are hoping that 
the translation teams continue to focus 
on this strategy, not only for the people of 
Congo and Ethiopia, but for all the people 
on the African continent.

 Our two annual events were well 
received. The 8th annual bbt Africa con-
ference was held in Johannesburg and in-
spired new thinking and innovation for 
book distribution. We resolved to set up a 
bbt book shop at a busy train station as a 
pilot project and are excited by the pros-
pects of this approach to book distribution. 
Further, we are happy to report that new 
frontiers have been conquered, and for the 
f irst times books have reached the people 
of Mahikeng, South Africa’s second biggest 
township, located in the Eastern Cape.

The Back to God head Magazine, 
which is in its 73rd year of publication, is 
printed in South Africa. You can expect 
to see major changes in terms of local 
content and events. Africa has huge po-

tential for btg, and a dedicated team re-
mains committed to the task of doubling 
the distribution. A proprietary subscriber 
management program is being developed 
to enhance our subscriptions manage-
ment efforts.

We are grateful to HH Jayādvaita 
Swami for his valuable support and guid-
ance. This year we welcome Bhaktin Kiara 
Pandaram as the new Marketing Head 
and look forward to exploring new digi-
tal platforms for marketing and branding. 
We are gearing up for increased online 
presence and digital outreach.

We are also extremely grateful to the 
bbta team for their continued profession-
al efforts in bringing the African bbt to its 
current stage of development. Lastly, we 
also wish to thank all the leaders across 
Africa for their continued support and 
look forward to another productive year 
in their company.

Left:  
Govardhana Dāsa, 
executive trustee
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PRODUCTION

I n Ecclesiastes, a biblical wisdom book, 
on which the Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust has published a commentary,*  we 

are warned, “Of making many books there 
is no end, and much study is a weariness 
of the flesh.” 

You would be inclined to think that’s 
a tough quote for us bbt people and book 
enthusiasts, but the books we are trans-
lating and publishing are eternally mean-
ingful and studying them refreshes the 
soul. Approached properly, these books 
bring us in direct contact with 
the ever-blissful, ever-rejuve-
nating Supreme Lord, so there’s 
no question of weariness or fa-
tigue. Indeed, we hold these 
books to be genuine manifes-
tations of Kṛṣṇa’s grace, and 
the Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, one 
of our principal publications, is 
revered as the 

. . . . literary incarnation of God, and 

it is com piled by Śrīla Vyāsadeva, 

the incarnation of God. It is meant 

for the ultimate good of all people, 

and it is all-successful, all-blissful 

and all-perfect.   

(Bhāgavatam 1.3.40)

Our publishing is an act 
of devotion, and provided that 
our publishing is uninterrupt-
ed and solely motivated by 
desires to please the Supreme 
Lord and bring other souls 

closer to Him, it will always be joyfully 
performed and completely satisfying. 

At bbt Africa we do not publish books 
to satiate people’s insatiable appetites for 
hearing about hundreds and thousands 
of wearisome mundane topics or for un-
ending, burdensome speculation. Rather, 
by publishing Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books 
we are offering all the people of Africa 
an opportunity to refresh their souls with 
spiritual knowledge and rekindle their 
relationship with the Supreme Lord.

Left: Announcement of     Introduction to Bhagavad-gītā (Lingala edition, 2017)

Above: Cover of      Transcendental Teachings of Prahlāda Mahārāja (Amharic edition, 2017)

* Swami, Jayādvaita.
Vanity Karma: 
Ecclesiastes, the 
Bhagavad-gītā and 
the meaning of life: 
a cross-cultural 
commentary on the 
book of Ecclesiastes. 
Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust, 2015
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Our bodies may  be weary, but we will 
never cease publishing books to provide 
people with answers and solutions to age-

old questions about God’s existence, their 
own existence, and what happens when 
these two come together.

PRODUCTION SUMMARY

In 2017, we published one book in Am-
haric (a language spoken in Ethiopia) 
— Transcendental Teachings of Prahlāda 

Mahārāja — and one in Lingala (spoken 
in Nigeria) — Introduction to Bhagavad- 
gītā.

As of 2018, we have 23 titles in production: 

d 3 print ready (1 Chichewa, 1 Swahili, and 1 Afrikaans)

d 1 nearly print-ready (1 Xhosa)

d 3 layout/design phase (1 Amharic, 1 Swahili, 1 Chichewa)

d 13 in editing phase (1 Afrikaans, 1 English, 1 Xhosa, 10 Sotho)

d 3 in translation phase (1 Afrikaans, 1 Amharic, 1 Lingala)
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

B bt Africa’s f inancial performance 
remains within the targeted range 
in terms of costs incurred to pro-

duce books. We purchased the bbta’s 
Head Off ice in 2017 and the unplanned 
cost burden has distorted the f inancial 
results, which historically only ref lected 
pure book production and operational 
costs.

However, our f ixed asset value has 
grown on a year-by-year basis which is 
encouraging as it is ref lective of a young 
organisation investing in core infrastruc-
ture to support its future work.

The revenue numbers are constantly 
growing north of the target. We plan to 
invest in audiobook production and in 
digital migration. We hope to spend more 
for publishing in countries outside South  
Africa. We have remained, a strongly 
South African base and this is a major 
shortcoming for the African bbt.

Attached are the Key Financial Indi-
cators and hopefully the readers and in-
terested stakeholders will f ind our f inan-
cial performance f iscally prudent and 
responsible. 

KEY EXPENSES

BBT Annual 
Conference
R 5 1 000

Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Lecture

R 33 000

Insurance
R 18 000

Legal
R 43 000 

Rent
R 140 000

Salaries
R 207 000 
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TRADING ACCOUNT

SUMMARY

In summary, our liquidity remains strong 
and our acid test ratio is well over 2:1. All 
debt is on a long term, interest free basis 

and we have a zero creditor’s book. In 
2018, we plan to reduce our debtor collec-
tion days.   

LEGAL & GOVERNANCE

T here are currently no risks attached 
to bbt Africa’s copyright insofar 
as the use and translations of Śrīla 

Prabhupāda’s books are concerned. All 
trademarks are up to date and maintained 
by bbt Africa’s IP attorneys.

With regards to Governance, the 
Trustees at the date of this report, all of 
whom served throughout the year end-

ing November 2017 are, Jayādvaita Swami 
(Senior Trustee), Govardhana Dāsa, Kṛṣṇa 
Jñāna Dāsa, Mahā-prasāda Govinda Dāsa 
Mukundāṅghri Dāsa, Śrī Govinda Dāsa, 
and Vaikuṇṭha Devī Dāsī. 

Kṛṣṇa Jñāna Dāsa has resigned from 
his position and responsibilities as a trust-
ee of the bbt Africa, however he continues 
to serve within the Executive Committee.
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BACK TO GODHEAD 
MAGAZINE

T he core vision of the btg Africa 
Trust is in Śrīla Prabhupāda’s words: 
“Our Back to Godhead (btg) maga-

zine is the backbone of our movement, so 
we should always be thinking how to in-
crease it.” In 2015/2016, we developed our 
3-pronged Project 12 000 strategy to in-
crease the distribution of Back to Godhead 

magazine from 6 000 to 12 000 magazines 
per issue. We presented this strategy inter-
nationally at the btg International Trust 
AGM and at the bbt conference, nation-
ally at the South African National Coun-
cil (SANC) and locally at temple festivals, 
Ratha Yātrās and btg Sunday programs.

BTG  SUBSCRIPTION PROGRAM

To pave the way, the f irst initiative and 
focus of Project 12 000 was btg distribu-
tion through the subscription model. We 
continued with this approach in 2017, but 
with less emphasis. Increasing btg dis-
tribution through the subscription mod-
el proved labour intensive with limited 
success, as we are reliant on engagement 
from temples and local btg teams. Many 
temple teams are undercapacitated and 
temples run different subscription mod-
els and have different levels of interaction 
with their donors, depending on the num-
ber of team members. 

In 2016, the focus on the subscription 
program was to create awareness of btg 
and engage with local btg teams. In 2017, 
the btg team engaged more with temple 
management through biannual presenta-
tions at SANC meetings, quarterly reports 
to SANC, and individual meetings with 
temple presidents. The btg team currently 

provides temple management with distri-
bution statistics and summaries of distri-
bution trends and engagement activities 
thereby providing a holistic view of the 
subscription program in South Africa.

One signif icant achievement in the 
subscription program is the start of btg 
distribution in East London, South Africa. 
Through the small but determined local 
btg team, a btg subscription program has 
been started and has achieved success. 
Most notably, the local btg champions 
have signed up the local municipal library 
for a btg magazine subscription, ensuring 
distribution of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s mag-
azine to a larger audience. The East Lon-
don btg team, headed up by Keśava Dāsa 
under the guidance of Vrajabāsī Dāsa, 
has exciting plans for 2018, which include 
a btg workshop for the local team and 
many innovative ways of expanding the 
btg readership in East London.

“Our Back to Godhead magazine is the backbone of our movement,

so we should always be thinking how to increase it.”
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DONOR FUNDING MODEL

At the 2015 bbt conference in Durban 
South Africa, a resolution was agreed 
on to increase btg distribution by 20%. 
The btg Trust was able to achieve this 
target by focusing on the second prong 
of the Project 12 000 strategy, the donor 
funding model. Generous donations al-
low the btg Trust to use a Śāstra Dāna 
approach to place sponsored magazines 
in a variety of countries and institutions. 
Through the prison distribution program, 
1 000 magazines are being distributed to 
South Afri can prisons in each quarter. 
btg magazines are also placed at under 
capacitated temples to aid their btg 
program, and in local restaurants and 
spice shops to increase awareness and 
expand the readership.  We were also able 
to regularly distribute loose copies of btg 

magazine at various book distribution 
events, at temple opening events and to 
local nāma-haṭṭas across the country.

The donor funding model has also al-
lowed the btg Trust to continue to send 
magazines across Africa to augment book 
distribution and preaching activities. 
For the f irst time in 2017, we sent maga-
zines to Namibia to aid with the efforts 
of the local devotee team. We have also 
sent magazines to Zambia and Mauritius 
to increase their current btg activities. 
Over the course of 2017, through the do-
nor funding model of the Project 12 000 
strategy, a total of 3 865 magazines were 
distributed as compared to 1 125 in 2016, 
equating to a 244% increase in the num-
ber of magazines distributed.

BTG  WRITER’S PROGRAM

A newer initiative that has been started 
by the btg Africa Trust is the btg writer’s 
program. Our f irst workshop was kindly 
presented by HH Jayādvaita Swami and 
took place in October 2017.  The goal of 
this program is to create African content 

to be placed in the magazine from 2018 
onwards. The f irst cohort consisted of 25 
aspiring writers, each keen on producing 
material relevant to the multi-racial and 
multi-cultural African audience.

Right:  
Btg writers work-

shop, presented by 
Jayādvaita Swami



17

COMMUNICATIONS & TEAM EFFORTS

Over 2017, the btg trust continued to cele-
brate small wins and gain traction in a va-
riety of activities. We have now appoint-
ed a dedicated communications off icer 
(HG Tirumala Devī Dāsī) to enable us to 
reach more temples and more individuals 
across Africa. At the 2017 bbt conference, 
the btg presentation had signif icant im-
pact when Midrand Temple’s btg Cham-
pion, Rādhākuṇḍa Devī Dāsī, spoke of 
her practical experience of distributing 
btg thereby enthusing the audience. At 

the Lenasia Janmāṣṭamī festival, the btg 
presentation introduced the magazine to 
many f irst-time visitors, thereby increas-
ing the number of subscriptions signed. 

Through the dedicated efforts of the 
entire team, the leadership of the bbt Afri-
ca trustees, and most importantly, the mer-
cy and blessings of Śrīla Prabhupāda, the 
btg Trust aims to please Śrīla Prabhupāda 
even more in 2018 by our service and efforts 
to distribute his magazine across Africa.

Left:  
Vaiśeṣika Dāsa 
distributes books
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BOOK DISTRIBUTION 
Scores Analysis 

I n 2017, 210 225 bbt publications (books 
and magazines) were distributed across 
the African continent. This is the 7th 

largest yearly total in terms of number of 
books distributed as per records dating 
back to 1982 and marks the sixth consec-
utive year that iskcon Africa distributed 
more than 200 000 publications. However, 
it is also a 19% decrease from 2016. The 
spiritual competition between countries 
sees South Africa with the highest num-
ber of distributed publications followed 
by Mauritius and Kenya.

An analysis of temple’s sees iskcon 
Durban (South Africa) with the highest 
number of books distributed, followed by 
iskcon Phoenix (Mauritius) and iskcon 
Kisumu (Kenya).

In terms of the total number of books 
distributed internationally, iskcon Africa 

f inished 6th out of 7 continents, ahead of 
Australasia — unchanged from 2016 and 
contributed 2% to the global distribution 
total of 8 560 295. In terms of total points, 
Africa placed 7th with a total of 89,058.90, 
a 19% decrease from 2016 (111,149.20 
points) points. South Africa place 12th 
globally with iskcon Durban placing 41st 
as the highest placed African country and 
temple respectively.

Numerous festival, programs and 
strategies from book sponsorship, week-
end warriors, the beloved book marathon 
and the classic harināma saṅkīrtana were 
employed to achieve the Africa figures. It’s 
with pleasure that bbt Africa acknowledg-
es the efforts of all involved (both directly 
and indirectly) in the attainment of these 
f igures.

Total number of publications distributed per continent

Asia (5,505,171)

Latin America (416,957)

Africa (210,225)

Australasia (109,893)

Europe (695,739) CIS (694,328)

North America (927,982)
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Publications distributed per country with a breakdown of book type, ranked by total publications

Total publications distributed in Africa and analysis by book type: 2010‒2017

Country 
Total 

Publications
Mags   Small Books

Medium 
Books

Big Books
Maha Big 

Books
Full Sets  Book Points

South Africa 129724 27035 79761 7597 7267 8064 117 49837.25

Mauritius 39089 41 34318 972 1262 2496 0 15323.60

Kenya 26687 235 15448 2586 4681 3737 8 17333.50

Congo Democratic Republic 5987 3440 1405 165 160 817 0 2571.75

Nigeria 2500 2317 98 44 22 19 0 338.20

Burundi 1245 940 125 80 0 100 0 365.25 

Congo Republic 1245 940 125 80 0 100 0 365.25

Rwanda 1245 940 125 80 0 100 0 365.25

Togo 832 0 20 39 773 0 0 797.50 

Zambia 785 231 251 70 25 208 0 561.85

Canary Islands 719 0 102 40 115 462 0 1084.50

Ivory Coast 135 0 48 59 2 26 0 95.50

Burkina Faso 32 0 0 29 1 2 0 19.50
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Comparison 
(in %) of 

distribution 
per country

Publications distributed per temple with a breakdown of book type, ranked by total publications

Temples
Total 

Publications
Mags   Small Books

Medium 
Books

Big Books
Maha Big 

Books
Full Sets  Book Points

ISKCON Durban 89445 17108 59264 3026 5204 4843 76 32929.80

ISKCON Phoenix (MA) 30465 41 26509 660 954 2301 0 12517.35

ISKCON Kisumu 15489 0 9385 1549 2736 1819 0 9494.75

ISKCON Phoenix (RSA) 10429 1752 6897 372 445 963 6 4456.45

ISKCON Lenasia 10339 6434 2661 835 131 278 3 2413.15

ISKCON Nairobi 9784 35 5863 987 1645 1254 8 6115.75

ISKCON Bon Accueil Mauritius 8624 0 7809 312 308 195 0 2806.25

ISKCON Midrand 6661 1509 2728 1385 370 669 4 3233.40

ISKCON Kinshasa 5987 3440 1405 165 160 817 0 2571.75

ISKCON Lagos 2500 2317 98 44 22 19 0 338.20

ISKCON Cape Town 2184 0 1147 443 235 359 4 1461.25

ISKCON Pietermaritzburg 2154 0 1341 61 159 593 22 1710.75

ISKCON Stellenbosch 1888 0 1434 207 213 34 0 743.00

ISKCON Sandton 1692 0 1218 153 130 191 2 893.00

ISKCON Mombasa 1414 200 200 50 300 664 0 1723.00

ISKCON Brazaville 1245 940 125 80 0 100 0 365.25

ISKCON Kigali 1245 940 125 80 0 100 0 365.25

ISKCON Uvira 1245 940 125 80 0 100 0 365.25

ISKCON Mafikeng 1195 0 643 495 56 1 0 466.25

ISKCON East London 1175 0 528 331 244 72 0 685.50

ISKCON Mpumalanga 1144 0 1063 62 16 3 0 318.75

ISKCON Lome 832 0 20 39 773 0 0 797.50

ISKCON Lusaka 785 231 251 70 25 208 0 561.85

ISKCON Pretoria 747 232 347 119 28 21 0  239.45

ISKCON Tenerife 719 0 102 40 115 462 0  1084.50

ISKCON Bloemfontein 326 0 276 28 16 6 0 111.00

Bhakti Lounge Johannesburg 275 0 169 66 15 25 0 140.25

ISKCON Abidjan 135 0 48 59 2 26 0 95.50

Johannesburg 70 0 45 14 5 6 0 35.25

ISKCON Ouagadougou 32 0 0 29 1 2 0 19.50
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An overview of how 
book points are 
calculated according  
to the point system  
of the World Sankirtan 
Newsletter  
(www.wsnl.net)

Magazines (10-50 pages) 0.1 points

Small Books (50-150 pages) 0.25 points

Medium Books (150-300 pages) 0.5 points

Big Books (300-500 pages) 1.0 points

Maha Big Books (500+ pages) 2.0 points

1-yr BTG Subs Non-English 2.5 points

1-yr BTG Subs English 5.0 points

World Sankirtan Newsletter (WSN) Points System

http://www.wsnl.net
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EVENTS & LIAISON 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Lecture 

B bt Africa was happy to 
host the 5th Annual 
Bhakt i vedanta Swami 

Lec ture (BSL) on 16 March  
2017. Delivered by Her Grace 
Urmilā Devī Dāsī (Dr. Edith 

Best), PhD Education-
al Leadership, Uni ver sity of 
North Carolina, USA, the lec- 
ture was held at the pres-  
tigious Donald Gordon Audi-
torium at Wits Business 
School. 

The BSL is an innovative forum en-
gaging current and future leaders in ana-
lyzing the issues facing our world today 
from the insights of Vedic knowledge. The 
Lecture tackles global topics about social 
transformation, education, leadership, and 
economics.

Her Grace pointed out that Education 
is fundamental to social harmony because 
it connects all persons with a practical 

and functional role within society. Con-
sequently, there cannot be an equally 
inclusive society without a culture of ed-
ucation that considers all types of individ-
ual natures. It is only when education and 
society move away from seeing people as 
mass produced goods, to seeing people 
as uniquely created individual spiritual 
sparks, can there be the manifestation of 
societal harmony.

Above: Bbt Africa team with Urmilā  
Devī Dāsī (Dr. Edith Best) at the Bhaktivedanta  
Swami Lecture

Below: Keynote speaker  
Urmilā Devī Dasī (Dr. Edith Best)  

delivers her  Bhaktivedanta  Swami Lecture
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BBTA Conference

On 8 Octo ber 2017, Johannesburg host-
ed the 8th Annual bbt Africa Conference. 
Johannesburg is Africa’s economic hub, 
with the largest concentration of temples 
and outreach centers in South Africa.

Speakers representing different parts 
of Africa, from far afield as Ethiopia and 
Nigeria, presented their accounts on the 
impact that book distribution has had in 
their lives. The conference also had con-
tributions from His Grace Vaiśeṣika Dāsa 
from the United States.

A different approach was used at the 
conference this year, by providing attend-
ees with practical tools that can be used 
for book distribution. The sessions includ-
ed strengthening sādhana, reading as 
part of one’s daily bhajana and the abc’s 

of book distribution. Overall, attendees 
departed with a feeling of accomplish-
ment at gaining invaluable information 
by attending the conference.

The bbt Africa Conference contin-
ues to be a pivotal platform for discus-
sion about saṅkīrtana, for leaders across 
the Afri can continent.

Conference Resolutions

1. Increase book distribution by 20% in the next calendar year;

2. Increase Back To Godhead Magazine subscriptions to 12 000;

3. Find a management system for btg for all centers;

4. Promote African authors through training and workshops.

Above from left to right: Rāma Govinda Swami,  
Mahāprasāda Govinda Dāsa, Medhāvī Dāsa
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OUR NEW HOME
BBTA Office Opening 

T his year, the f ifth of October 
marked the auspicious beginning 
of Kārttika. Adding to that day’s 

auspiciousness, The Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust Africa (bbta) off icially opened its 
new off ice in HQ Bedfordview, Johannes-
burg, South Africa. 

Kerrisha Gopichand (bbta’s Head of 
Corporate Services), provided the wel-
come address to about thirty-f ive guests 
who attended the event. A special mes-
sage received from His Holiness Bhakti 
Caitanya Swami congratulating the team 
and encouraging them, “now that they 
have a base, to work hard to produce more 
books, of the highest quality, in all the 
languages of Africa” was shared. 

This was followed by a video presen-
tation that took everyone on a journey 
from bbta’s humble beginnings in 2010 
and the various premises it has operated 
from to the construction, development, 

and completion of its present premium- 
grade off ice.

To provide a more detailed account of 
why this particular building was chosen, 
Niresh Gopichand (bbta’s Operations 
Manager) explained that it’s an envi-
ronment-friendly and energy-eff icient 
building because of its systems for water 
conservation and insulation and its solar 
panels for uninterrupted power supply.

Above: Jayādvaita Swami unveils a plaque

Below: Bbt Africa’s office opening (team & guests)
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With space for f ive workstations (all 
with high-speed internet access), video 
conferencing and online meeting capa-
bilities, and a capacity to seat up to f ifty 
people, bbta now have the facility to host 
seminars, workshops, and various events. 
The new off ice also features a well-de-
signed sound room for recording audio-
books, one of bbta’s ways to create quality 
content for mobile devices.

 This new base makes it possible for 
bbta to increase the synergy among bbta 
team members and ambassadors and im-
prove their professional support to iskcon, 
iskcon’s stakeholders, and general cus-
tomers. Most importantly, bbta’s new of-
f ice will boost book distribution in Africa. 

Govardhana Dāsa (bbta’s General 
Manager) narrated bbta’s nine-year 
journey from the moment he received 
Jayādvaita Swami’s telephone call to head 
up bbta under Mahārāja’s leadership and 
guidance to the present expansion and 
development of a dedicated, sincere and 

strengthened team by past challenges and 
accomplishments. 

The actual inauguration of the office 
was performed by Jayādvaita Swami  
(bbta’s Senior Trustee). After unveiling a 
plaque, thus signifying a new chapter for 
bbta, Mahārāja addressed everyone pres-
ent and spoke about life’s meaning and 
how Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books enrich us 
all with spiritual understanding.

The joyous event was concluded 
with refreshments, guru-pūjā, and offer-
ing lamps during the Dāmodarāṣṭakam 
prayers. To view photos and videos of 
the bbta Off ice Opening, click on the 
links below or copy them to your website 
browser.

Photos: 
http://wp.me/P1ErUZ-1Yv

Video: 
youtu.be/dYdhuRwqLKY

Govardhana Dāsa and Jayādvaita Swami Bbt Africa Office (reception)

http://wp.me/P1ErUZ-1Yv 
http://youtu.be/dYdhuRwqLKY 
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MARKETING &  
COMMUNICATIONS 

“Every company, organization or group with the ability to inspire starts with a person or 
small group of people who were inspired to do something bigger than themselves.”

~ Simon Sinek

P roject planning, team work, dedi-
cation, hard work, and Kṛṣṇa’s mercy 
resulted in a successful 2017 year 

for the Marketing and Communications 
Department at the Bhaktivedanta Book 
Trust Africa Division. With each individu-
al member bringing their expertise to the 
forefront, it was possible to achieve many 
of the targets assigned during f irst and 
second quarters.  

A refreshed outlook on graphic de-
sign and sourcing home grown African 
talent resulted in the production of high 
quality graphic material comparable to 
international standards. These include 
standardized promotional material for 
African Books both in digital and print 
media, greater awareness of the bbt 
Logo and eye catching design for Annu-
al events such as the bbt Africa Confer-
ence.  Country demographics and data 
coupled with a contemporary African 
feel were displayed in fact sheets, there-
by encouraging the distribution of newly 
printed books to local communities and 
educational facilities. In addition, great-
er emphasis was placed on social media 
with regular updates and quote cards en-
couraging book distribution and African 
preaching.  

The team adapted to the ever chang-
ing world of social media marketing 
and thus used videography, interviews, 
and print media to optimize bbt Africa 
events.. Streamlining items such as “Go 
to Guides” for interviews and the creation 
of a drawdown of advertising material en-
sured continued presence on social media 
platforms. 

On an international front, extensive 
support for the “Biggest Bhagavad-gītā – 
As it is” was garnered via the use of mobile 
technology. The project kicked off the tour 
in South Africa where we remain grateful 
for the overwhelming f inancial support 
in realizing this extraordinary endeavor.  
The technical specif ications of the books 
remain a feat to be matched worldwide.  

With His Grace Vaiśeṣika Dāsa at the 
helm of Marketing, Communication and 
Innovation (bbt Global), book distributors 
are recipients of augmented book scores for 
Arabic Print books.   

In retrospect, there are many objec-
tives that remain to be achieved and nu-
merous processes yet to be streamlined. 
We look forward to the forthcoming year 
with great enthusiasm, ready to meet ob-
jectives and to serve the bbt Africa, all for 
the pleasure of Śrīla Prabhupāda. 
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CORPORATE DETAILS

Registration Number
IT1560/03

Income Tax Number
0992/237/15/6

Trustees
J. E. Israel, R. Singh, S. Singh

J. Mahadeo , M. Nkosi
D. W. Hume
B. V. Bruhl

Office
HQ Bedfordview 

Ground Floor ‒ Block C ‒ Office 32
Cnr Smith and Arbroath Road 

Bedfordview, Johannesburg 

Warehouse
c/o Fatton Ariva, Unit No. 1
12 Hamburg Ave, Aeroport

Spartan, Johannesburg

E-mail
info@bbtafrica.co.za

Website
www.bbtafrica.co.za

Auditors
Ramathe Incorporated

Accountants
BKF Chartered Accountants

Bankers
Nedbank Limited

. 
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