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I AM IMPRESSED THIS YEAR by how much bbt 
Africa is accomplishing, and how it is growing, 
without much involvement from me. This year 
I have largely been busy outside Africa, Govar
dhana Dasa and his team have been moving 
ahead, strengthening and expanding bbt Afri
ca’s work. 

I am especially encouraged to see new 
books quickly moving towards publication in a 
new language for us — Amharic, the language 
of Ethiopia, the mother tongue for 22 million 
people. Mahaprasada Dasa, the Ethiopian devo
tee responsible for this work, is highly qualified 
both materially and spiritually. 

Mahaprasada Dasa and Vaikuntha Devi 
Dasi, a banking professional from Ghana, are 
joining us as bbt Africa trustees. I am happy to 
welcome them both. 

Special thanks are due, also, to the iskcon 
devotees and their leaders who are strongly in
creasing the distribution of bbt books. 

Onward!
Hare Krishna. 

Jayadvaita Swami
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MESSAGE FROM THE TRUSTEE

Jayadvaita Swami, Senior Trustee
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2015 MARKED ANOTHER YEAR of growth for bbt 

Africa, bringing us closer to our medium to long

term strategic objectives. Our work during the year 

saw further consolidation and strengthening of 

core departments such as Production, Marketing 

and Communications, and Finance and Logistics. 

We also reviewed and refined our management 

and operational structures in order to maximize 

on our strengths, address our weaknesses, and 

take advantage of new found opportunities. 

The accomplishments of 2015 include the 

continued hosting of the Annual bbt Africa Con

ference, now in its sixth year, and the Third An

nual Bhaktivedanta Swami Lecture, held at the 

University of the Witwatersrand (wits). 

These premier events are a unique contribu

tion from bbt Africa where we address challeng

es faced by the temples and share successful book 

distribution strategies adopted by other coun

tries. At the heart of these initiatives is the drive 

to promote a lasting legacy of the life and teach

ings of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta 

Swami Prabhupada.  

On another positive note since half of the 

world’s Back to Godhead (btg) subscribers live  

in Africa, this year the global btg management 

moved the btg print run for the world (apart 

from India) from America to South Africa.

2 
OPERATiONS AND  
STRATEGiC OVERViEW

Govardhana Dasa, Executive Trustee  
and General Manager
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t
At the heart of these initiatives is the drive to  

promote a lasting legacy of the life and teachings of His 
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta  

Swami Prabhupada.

t

Goals for 2015
Every year we review and set the strategic objec

tives for the bbt Africa Division which are ac

tioned by each Department’s Work Plan. The main 

objectives for 2015 were as follows:

 • Continued financial and legal prudence

 • Publishing 12 titles, including five African 
language translations

 • Securing longterm operational office space 
for our headquarters

 • Hosting the Sixth Annual bbt Africa Con
ference in Durban, and the Third Annu
al Bhaktivedanta Swami Lecture at WITS  
University

 • Participating in the 40th Anniversary Celebra
tion of Srila Prabhupada’s visit to South Africa

 • Participation in the 2015 National South  
African Book Fair in Johannesburg

 • Relocating Back To Godhead printing duties to 
South Africa

 • Developing a btg subscriber software system

 • Customer relationship development with 
iskcon centres

• Increasing our marketing awareness and par
ticipation of bbt Africa in sankirtana activities 
on the continent

• Increasing book distribution through greater 
leadership of National Book Distribution Min
isters and bbt Africa Ambassadors

BBT Africa Headquarters
2015 has seen bbt Africa come closer to its long 

term vision of a multipurpose, stateoftheart 

headquarters. We have secured new premises in 

Bedfordview. In the interim the team has settled 

in a fully equipped office space whilst the new of

fices are being built.      

Global Position
bbt Africa continues to forge working partner

ships with other bbt branches across the globe. 

Book distribution targets are constantly being im

proved upon each year and in 2015 a target of a 

20% increase was unanimously agreed upon. 

Since bbt Africa’s inception, Kenya has led 

the charge with exceptional scores during the 

December Book Marathon. However, 2015 saw 

South Africa overtake Kenya because of the galva

nizing efforts of our National Book Distribution 

Minister, Vibhu Caitanya Dasa.  
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African impact
With each year the valiant efforts of the book 

distributers broaden the reach and hence the in

fluence of the International Society for Krishna 

Consciousness (iskcon) on the African conti

nent. These books have reached the hands of 

some of the most prominent African leaders such 

as former President of Zambia, His Excellency 

Kenneth Kaunda. 

 The 2015 bbt Africa Conference was happy 

to host one of South Africa’s longest serving 

Members of Parliament and prince to the Zulu 

nation, His Excellency Prince Mangosuthu 

Buthelezi. In his address to the conference Prince 

Buthelezi expressed his gratitude for the work 

the Krishna consciousness movement has done 

in South Africa, and he said remains an admirer 

and friend of the Hare Krishna movement.   

Technology
Our dedicated team is always monitoring the ever

increasing advances in technology, particularly 

those related to the publishing industry. The era 

of digital migration is certainly upon us. However, 

despite the initial rise in sales and users of devices 

such as tablets, smart phones, ereaders, and 

other portable machines, global trends also show 

strength in the more traditional book market. 

On the home front, bbt Africa’s online pres

ence has strengthened over the past year with the 

public having greater interaction through the user 

friendly contentrich website and social media 

platforms. 

An Environmentally Conscious 
Publisher
bbt Africa prints books according to the regu

lations and standards of the Forest Stewardship 

Council (fsc). Books bearing the fsc mark are 

printed on paper that is manufactured from spe

cially managed renewable forests. These protect

ed forests see to controlled deforestation: exist

ing trees are actively conserved, and new trees 

are planted for the future. Thus, printing on fsc 

approved paper makes bbt Africa an environmen

tally conscious publisher.    

The added adherence of moving towards only 

printing on acidfree paper ensures that books 

maintain their quality and durability for many 

generations to come.

Conclusion
As a fledgling bbt, we have made progress in sup

porting the growth of book distribution in Africa.  

Because of the annual conferences and lectures 

there has been an increase in book distribution 

in respective host countries. Having reviewed the 

organizational structure, we can achieve our stra

tegic goals and move forward. 
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3 
PRODUCTiON

IN 1976, SRILA PRABHUPADA wrote to 
Bhagavan Dasa,

This book production is real progress. It is very 

good news to hear that you are producing so 

many books in the European languages. This 

is most pleasing to me.

Srila Prabhupada would have undoubted
ly been pleased to know that his books are now 
being produced in African languages, too.

And so, for His Divine Grace’s pleasure, 
and that of bbt Africa stakeholders and our 
readership, we are making steady progress in 

giving African people an opportunity to connect 
with wisdom that surpasses bodily identifications 
and directly speaks to their souls. Ultimately, these 
books encourage and aid us all to reconnect with 
the Supreme Lord, Sri Krishna.

This year, we are delighted to announce our 
first title in Chichewa — Malawi’s national lan
guage — which is also known as Chewa, Nyanja, and 
Chinyanja. The title is: Chinsisi chopyolera kubadwa 
ndi imfa or Beyond Birth and Death. 

With regard to  our Amharic production, some 
years ago, a few books were produced in Amharic 
(spoken in Ethiopia), but production had been dor
mant ever since.  Maha Prasada Dasa has reignited 
the process and translated and edited three titles, 
one of which (Introduction to Bhagavad-gita) has re
cently been printed.

In English, we have printed a new edition of 
the Handbook of Vaishava Songs and Practices (as 
announced last year) and reprints of Chant and Be 
Happy and The Science of Self-Realization. Jayadvaita 
Swami’s Vanity Karma has also appeared in an Afri
can print run.
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Books in Production
Print ready (3)

1. Swahili: Perfect Questions, Perfect 
Answers

2. Amharic: Introduction to 
Bhagavad-gita 

3. Afrikaans: Beyond Birth and Death

Nearly print-ready (4)
4. English: Krishna – The Supreme 

Personality of Godhead (Part One 
& Two)

5. English: Krishna Consciousness: 
The Topmost Yoga System

6. English: Raja-Vidya: The King of 
Knowledge

7. English: The Perfection of Yoga

Layout & design (4)
8. Lingala: Introduction to Bhagavad-

gita
9. Swahili: Laws of Nature
10. Amharic: On the Way to Krishna
11. Amharic: Teachings of Prahlada 

Maharaja

Editing (15)
12. Sotho: Krishna – The Reservoir of 

Pleasure
13. Sotho: Krishna Consciousness: The 

Matchless Gift
14. Sotho: Sri Isopanisad
15. Sotho: Coming Back
16. Sotho: Introduction to Bhagavad-

gita
17. Sotho: Raja-Vidya: The King of 

Knowledge
18. Sotho: On the Way to Krishna
19. Sotho: Teachings of Prahlada 

Maharaja
20. Afrikaans: On the Way to Krishna
21. Afrikaans: Perfect Questions, 

Perfect Answers
22. Swahili: Coming Back 

23. Swahili: Matchless Gift
24. Swahili: Sri Isopanisad
25. Swahili: Chant and Be Happy 
26. Chichewa: Perfect Questions, 

Perfect Answers

Translation (1)
27. Mauritius Creole French: 

Bhagavad-gita As It Is

Long-term English titles (7)
28. English: Coming Back 
29. English: Easy Journey to Other 

Planets
30. English: Elevation to Krishna 

Consciousness 
31. English: Krishna Consciousness: 

The Matchless Gift
32. English: Message of Godhead
33. English: On the Way to Krishna
34. English: The Path of Perfection

Pamphlets in Production 
1. Yoga and Pranayama
2. The Spiritual Tradition of Yoga
3. Spiritual Sound
4. Holy Cow
5. Mindful Meditation
6. African Wisdom and Krishna 

Consciousness
7. Jesus’s Journey East
8. The Life of a Monk
9. Everyday Yoga: Home, Family, Work
10. God’s Religion Is Love
11. Irreducible Intelligence
12. The Song of God
13. Coping With Depression
14. God is an Artist: Nature’s Beauty
15. The Power of Love
16. God’s Logic
17. Fulfilling Your Destiny
18. Realising Your True Potential
19. The Make-up of Terror

His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda
Founder-Ācārya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

THE SCIENCE  OF 
SELF-REALIZATION
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4 
DiSTRiBUTiON

Historical Overview
Taking a total of 100,000 books distributed in 
one year to be bullish, there are two notable peri
ods of burgeoning success. The first was between 
1989 – 1997 and the second is the current period 
which began in 2010. In the first period, an an
nual average 62% of the cumulative total was dis
tributed in South Africa, with the peak being in 
1992 with over 250,000 books and magazines. 

The first period, in 1989, was heralded by the 
opening of the grand Durban Temple, which was 
established by devotees coming from the large 
Indian diaspora present there (the largest in the 
world outside of India) and strongly inculcated 
the missionary spirit from Srila Prabhupada’s dis
ciples who were personally training them. With 
this wisdom culture, the Durban temple spear
headed book distribution for the continent. As 
such, and in spite of only a few countries on the 
continent reporting organised book distribution, 
the dissemination of large volumes of books by 
this welltrained, educated and dedicated gen
eration of Krishna conscious missionaries was 
possible. In particular, at their peak in 1992, even 
though only three countries reported book distri
bution activity, compared to twelve countries in 
2015, this year was the first time the continental 

record set in 1992 was surpassed. That year, ’92, 
the Durban temple ranked third out of 359 active 
temples in iskcon worldwide.

Although the scores for 2015 indicate a re
sounding success, there is still great room for im
provement if a strong missionary spirit flourishes, 
as was done in the 90s. In particular, we should 
revive the focused effort on developing and main
taining a densely populated brahmacarya asrama 
through focused education and training.

This wisdom culture, of the organisational 
skillset of congregationbased devotees working 
closely with fulltime sankirtana devotees is pre
cisely the ethos which the establishment of bbt 
Africa in 2010 brought to the revitalisation of 
book distribution on the continent. Indeed, two 
members of bbt Africa’s Executive were trained in 
Durban during the first burgeoning era. As shown 
in Figure 1 (page 13), the second golden period 
(2011 – 2015), with an average of 225,000 books dis
tributed per annum, for the last five years, exceeds 
the first burgeoning period in the 90s by 32%. The 
better supply of books coupled with increased re
porting of book distribution activity by temples in 
more countries, and publishing thereof at www.
distributebooks.co.za and other social media plat
forms, has resulted in a significant rise of bbts 
publications being disseminated on the continent.
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Figure 1: Total publications distributed in Africa between 1989 – 2015

South Africa vs Kenya  
vs Mauritius
1975 marked Srila Prabhupada’s historic African 

tour where His Divine Grace personally visited 

these three countries in order to spread Krishna 

consciousness there. These three countries also 

have large communities of the Indian diaspora, with 

South Africa topping the list. This has given it an 

edge over its two competitors, Kenya and Mauritius, 

because of the ease of book distribution to this au

dience; their general participation in sankirtana ac

tivities and funding of the construction and main

tanance of temples.

In spite of this social advantage, South Africa’s 

dominance of book distribution activity in the past 

33 years has been overshadowed by Kenya’s mis

sionary zeal, headed by Dvarakavasini Devi Dasi 

and her Vaishnavi Sanga sankirtana team. This is 

shown in Figure 3 (page 15) along with the number 

of Temples in these three countries in a particular 

year. In particular, in spite of South Africa having 

the most number of temples, for four consecutive 

years, Dvarakavasini Devi and Team demonstrated 

that sankirtana camaraderie wins the annual race to 

topping the continental chart.

Understanding this, the newly appointed (2014) 

National Book Distribution Minister for South Africa, 

Vibhu Caitanya Dasa garnered mass participation in 

the December Book Marathon by all the temples in 

South Africa. And in only two years in office, he man

aged to reclaim the top spot for his country. He man

aged this by increasing the number of participants in 

the marathon from 336 to 578 devotees.

Scores are submitted as three types of distri

butors: 1. shops (temple gift shops, Govinda’s restau
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rants, smart table, etc.), 2. sankirtana teams (incl. 
families, Namahattas, etc.), 3. individuals.

As shown in Table 1 (below), Kenya is significantly 
underresourced compared to its counterparts. There
fore, the book distribution scores during the year in 
months between February – November, have always
been lower than their two closest competitors. How
ever, their sankirtana camaraderie has enabled them 
to do wonders in spite of their human capital deficit. It 
is significant to note as well that in the year they were 
surpassed by South Africa, their third temple in Mom
basa did not report book distribution activity. 

Lastly, despite its large potential for claiming 
the top spot, Mauritius is without a formally appoint
ed bbt Africa Ambassador, as compared to South Af
rica and Kenya, and is experiencing steady decline af
ter a much needed boost in 2012, following the third 
Annual bbt Africa Conference which was held there. 
As shown in Figure 3, such an ambassador has been a 
catalyst for a revitalisation of sankirtana camaraderie, 
which was the key to Kenya toppling GoliathRSA.

Having achieved this significant milestone, of 
surpassing the “dark horses” iskcon Kenya, South  
Africa appears to be poised to continue expanding 
their book distribution efforts under the able leader
ship of Vibhu Caitanya Dasa. With only 777 full sets 
and just under 1.2 million books distributed to date in 
South Africa, the four million Indian diaspora living 
there, which are the main beneficiaries of this great 
welfare work, is far from being saturated.

In this light, it should be mentioned that in 
terms of Srila Prabhupada’s books landing in the 
hands of the host populaces of Africa, iskcon Kenya’s 
book distribution activity headed by Dvaraka vasini 
Devi Dasi, remains the leader. It is thus this combi
nation of simultaneous Krishna conscious outreach 
to the host populaces of Africa and Indian diaspora 
communities, under a single banner of sankirtana ca
maraderie and leadership, that will see book distribu
tion expand to other untouched African territories.

COUNTRY SHOPS TEAMS INDIVIDUALS

2014     2015 2014     2015 2014     2015

RSA 4       6 17      17 136     309

KEN 3       4 6       5 22      11

MAU -       - 4       2 70      91

Table 1: December Marathon participation by top three African countries
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Figure 3: Top 3 African countries in book distribution between 2010 – 2015

Figure 2: Histogram of book distribution on the African continent since 1982.
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5 
MARKETiNG AND 
COMMUNiCATiONS

Sixth Annual BBT  
Africa Conference 
The Bhaktivedanta Book Trust (bbt) Africa’s sixth 
Annual Conference that was held on 8 August 
2015 at the Playhouse Theatre in Durban, South 
Africa, was a resounding success, boasting a re
cord attendance of over 430 local and internation
al delegates. 

Since 2010, this annual conference has been 
held in countries such as Kenya, Mauritius, and 
Ghana, with host countries seeing significant 
increases in their book distribution efforts post 
conference, and particularly during the Decem
ber Book Marathon. South Africa saw a 67% in
crease relative to their cumulative total in 2014. 
This enabled them to finally overtake Kenya as 
the leading country in book distribution. 

1975 also marked the 40th anniversary of Sri
la Prabhupada’s historic African tour, stopping 
at Mauritius, South Africa and Kenya. A series of 
celebratory programs  were observed, particular
ly in South Africa. 

Right: Bhakti Gauravani Goswami  
speaking at the bbt Africa Conference, Durban

Conference Highlights  
Every year, with the aim of increasing access to 
bbt publications on the African continent, bbt 
Africa hosts leading members of the Internation
al Society for Krishna Consciousness (iskcon) 
and other stakeholders who directly manage the 
extensive distribution network. 
 • Jayadvaita Swami (Senior bbt Africa Trustee); 
 • Bhakti Caitanya Maharaja (gbc for South 

Africa);
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 • His Excellency Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi: 
President of the Inkatha Freedom Party (ifp), 
Prime Minister to the Monarch of the Zulu Na
tion; a Member of Parliament, and longstanding 
wellwisher of iskcon and bbt;

 • Mr Narend Singh (Member of Parliament and 
Treasurer General of the ifp);

 • Mr Ashwin Trikamjee (President of the SA Hindu 
Maha Sabha);

 • Bhakti Gauravani Goswami; 
 • Bhakti Carudesna Swami; 
 • Bhaktivinoda Swami.

This annual event provided bbt Africa with the op
portunity to:

 • Showcase and launch new book titles and covers 
that were published and available for distribution;

 • Share book production efforts underway; 
 • Listen to and assess challenges faced by different 

regions; 
 • Highlight available opportunities to attract and 

reach the people of Africa; 
 • Present ways on how bbt Africa can be of service 

to its various stakeholders;
 • Highlight btg opportunities and its importance 

in Africa; 
 • Discuss the implementation of effective preach

ing strategies in order to expand the book distri
bution network. 

in the Eyes of Participants
A few of the comments made by conference dele
gates:

HG Govardhana Dasa: “The conference had the de
sired effect and bbt Africa has found a place in 
the hearts of many many devotees.”

HG Smitha Krishna Dasa: “Thank you to a wonderful 
group of hard working devotees who made the 

bbt Africa conference an amazing and enliven
ing experience. Intelligent, sincere and dedicated 
devotees.“

Akina: “It was my first conference and it was a fan
tastic experience. Feel so honoured to have been 
there and I met so many wonderful devotees.”

Magan: “A very inspiring conference, certainly have 
encouraged devotees present to start book distri
bution.”

Wendy: ”It was so great meeting all of you and shar
ing in this year’s conference success!”

Pradan Ramlall: “Thank you to the bbt team for the 
most well organised conference.”

Radhe (ssrrt): “The conference was very informative 
and inspiring! I enjoyed it, thanks!”

Reena Singh: “You are right, the conference was ab
solutely divine, the atmosphere was beautiful. I 
enjoyed every second. Thanks to all!”

Jayadvaita Swami speaks with Prince Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi at the bbt Africa Conference, Durban



19

Srila Prabhupada on Books 
“One should engage in practical service to the Lord. 
In our Krishna consciousness movement, all our ac
tivities are concentrated on distributing Krishna lit
erature. This is very important. One may approach 
any person and induce him to read Krishna literature 
so that in the future he also may become a devotee. 
Such activities are recommended in this verse. Such 
activities will always remind the devotees of the 
Lord’s lotus feet. By fully concentrating on distribut
ing books for Krishna, one is fully absorbed in Krish
na. This is samadhi.” (Bhagavatam 10.2.37)

“This book distribution is the essence of our 
mission.” (Letter to Rupanuga, Bombay, 18 Decem
ber 1974)

“Whenever there is any publication in any lan
guage, it enlivens me 100 times.” (Letter to Ham
saduta, Mayapur, 19 October 1974)

Conference Resolutions
1.

Increase btg subscriptions by 
1,200 in the next 12 months. 

2.
Distribute 100,000 books for 

iskcon’s 50th anniversary. 

Conclusion
To those who attended the conference, we hope that 
you gained insights into the work of the African bbt, 
made new connections, and learned innovative and 
simple ways to expand your efforts in spreading 
Krishna Consciousness. For your convenience, we 
have provided links to the conference photos, videos, 
interviews, and presentations that are available for 
download on our website: www.bbtafrica.co.za 

If you were unable to attend in person this year, 
we invite you to peruse the materials online, as they 
contain valuable information, experiences and strat
egies for book distribution that you would find in
teresting. 

These channels of communication will inform 
you about the work of the bbt, information on new 
translations and book releases, projects we are cur
rently working on, and programmes we would like 
to implement with you to increase our book distribu
tion and btg subscription efforts.

Above: Dvaraka-vasini Devi Dasi speaks with a  
conference guest

Left: Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi (in dark suit) is  
welcomed by (from left to right) Govardhana Dasa, 
Bhakti Caitanya Swami, and Jayadvaita Swami



Above: The bbt Africa team and other devotees who assisted during the conference

Below: The audience at the bbt Africa Conference
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Third Annual Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Lecture
The Bhaktivedanta Swami Lecture (bsl) se

ries was inaugurated by the African Divi

sion of the Bhakti vedanta Book Trust (bbt) 

in 2013, in honour of His Divine Grace A.C. 

Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhu pada, a 

prominent author of many philosophical 

and spiritually enlightening books. The aim 

of the BSL series is to choose topics that are 

relevant to the problems and issues that 

we encounter in our daily lives, and engage 

leaders in discussions to present a new, yet 

timeless, way of thinking, from the wisdom 

of Vedic teachings.

The Annual Bhaktivedanta Swami Lec

ture for 2015 was held on 25 March at the 

prestigious University of the Witwatersrand 

(Wits University). The focus of this year’s 

lecture was the Forgotten Art of Leadership, 

as it is considered a topical issue in organisa

tions, businesses as well as countries all over 

the world.

The keynote speaker for the evening 

was esteemed global leadership expert Bhuta 

Bhavana Dasa, a graduate of the London 

School of Economics. Bhuta Bhavana Dasa 

holds a Master’s Degree in Politics and So

ciology. He delivers seminars on personal 

development and leadership effectiveness 

for graduates, as well as training profes

sionals and organisations in Eastern Vedic 

Wisdom. Bhuta Bhavana Dasa shared his 

personal experiences and realisations on 

the art of leadership, the characteristics and 

the qualities of a leader, as well as potential 

threats that may deter one from becoming 

an effective leader.

The event attracted several academic and profes

sional persons such as professors and doctors from a 

diverse range of disciplines, as well as philosophy stu

dents from the university. The question and answer 

session encouraged a debatelike discussion between 

the audience and the keynote speaker, inspiring the 

audience to share their views on the topic. The evening 

concluded with guests being invited for light snacks, al

lowing for further interactions with the keynote speak

er and the bbt Africa team.

Below: Bhuta Bhavana Dasa delivering the third Annual  

Bhaktivedanta Swami Lecture 2015 at  Wits University
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The
Forgotten Art of 

LEADERSHIP
CULTURE  CONSCIOUSNESS  SELF-MANAGEMENT

THE 3RD ANNUAL
BHAKTIVEDANTA
SWAMI LECTURE

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
BHUTA BHAVANA DAS
TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 19H00 - 21H00

DONALD GORDON AUDITORIUM 
WITS BUSINESS SCHOOL

RSVP AT: bsl@bbtafrica.co.za
DRESS CODE: FORMAL         ENTRANCE FREE

WITS
BUSINESS
SCHOOL

THE 
BHAKTIVEDANTA
BOOK TRUST
AFRICA

t
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6 
FiNANCiAL SUMMARY

THE BBTA’S FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE continues 
to improve year after year. This is largely due to 
increased book sales and disciplined cost manage
ment. However, the margins don’t follow a similar 
trajectory because of the pricing policy on African 
language books. Srila Prabhupada directed that 
African language books should be sold at cost.

While the debt collection days remain long, 
at over six months, no bad debts were recorded 
for the year under review. The operational costs 
include the cost of hosting the annual bbt con
ference and the Bhaktivedanta Swami Lecture. 
These costs are largely covered by donations and 
sponsorships.

The salary bill is mainly made up of foreign 
based production costs that are paid in euros, 
thus distorting the actual amount paid because 

of the weak fluctuating rand. The African bbt has 
started to print locally, thus mitigating the for
eign exchange risk while forming printing part
nerships with local temples for mass scale distri
bution at low margins.

The liabilities constitute noninterestbear
ing loans to the bbt to facilitate bulk printing. 
Both loans are repayable in the 2016 tax year. The 
African bbt paid income tax on profits of R139 
089 in the 2015 tax year.

The nonadjusted EBIDA number shows a 
healthy pretax profit. The current ratio is almost 
7:1 – again showing a strong liquidity and debt 
cover position. The AcidTest ratio also yields a 
healthy cover of 5.25:1. All these indicators sup
port the conclusion that the African bbt remains 
in a strong financial position.

tt
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t

The African bbt has started to print locally, thus 
mitigating the foreign exchange risk while forming 
printing partnerships with local temples for mass 

scale distribution at low margins.
  t
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7 
BACK TO GODHEAD
MAGAZiNE

The Renaissance of Back to 
Godhead Magazine
Back to Godhead magazine was Srila Prabhupada’s 
first preaching tool and it is unfortunate that in 
the past the magazine did not always receive the 
attention that it deserved. In order to reestab
lish the magazine as the preaching and outreach 
tool that the founderacarya intended it to be, 
an international btg Trust was created. The btg 
Africa Trust operates under bbt Africa and has 
strong ties with and alignment to the interna
tional Trust. The magazine is thus being revived, 
and as such, there are many global initiatives to 
highlight btg in the preaching and economic as
pects of iskcon.

Senior iskcon leaders are beginning to take 
an active interest in btg, thereby generating sig
nificant positive momentum to bring the maga
zine back into focus. btg Africa is at the forefront 
of this move, given its success over the past year. 
We started 2015 with a strong presence at the 
Back to Godhead International Annual General 
Meeting. We presented our strategy for the year 
ahead to the international trustees and sister di
visions of btg. 

Thinking Globally,  
Acting Locally
The enthusiasm to create awareness about btg at 
an international level led to many quick wins for 
the btg Africa Trust during 2015. Most notable is 
that printing of the international magazine moved 
to a South African based printer and is overseen by 
the chairman of the btg Africa Trust. Many read
ers of the magazine were unaware of this, as the 
quality of the publication did not change. From a 
sustainability perspective, btg is being printed on 
acid free paper and has a lower ecological footprint 
in terms of printing and distribution.

Taking an insideout perspective, the btg 
Africa Trust began roadshows around the coun
try to highlight the importance of the magazine. 
Successful presentations at the fourday Durban 
Festival of Chariots, the largest festival of its 
kind outside of India, created awareness of the 
magazine among festival attendees, wellwishers, 
and devotees. The interest generated in btg led 
to an increase in the subscriber base of the local 
temples.

Another event at which the btg Africa Trust 
was able to inspire devotees about the Back to 
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Godhead magazine was the sixth Annual bbt Africa 

Conference. Held in Durban, the conference attract

ed many local devotees and iskcon leaders from 

across Africa. Positive feedback from the 350 strong 

audience was evident as devotees took up the call to 

increase btg distribution, and the local temple pres

ident committing to a 20% increase in 2016.

Furthermore, two iskcon centres, Newcastle 

and Estcourt, started their own btg programmes. 

Both these temples require funding for temple con

struction and identified btg as the perfect vehicle to 

ensure a sustainable income stream for the respec

tive projects.

Room for improvement
Unfortunately, there were a few missed opportuni

ties during the course of the year. The btg team was 

unable to attend some Ratha Yatras and capitalise on 

major festivals and the month of Kartik. As the btg 

team consists of a small group of core devotees, hu

man resources pose a significant challenge. Progress 

was further hampered by the loss of some of our btg 

liaisons in African countries. After making contact 

with liaisons and having success in some African 

countries in 2014, a few devotees relocated, and find

ing new contacts in these countries proved difficult. 

The 2015 btg Gala and Gratitude Dinner was 

postponed to 2016 in order to efficiently use resourc

es. While the 2014 Dinner was a great success, we de

cided to have small events in more locations in 2016 

instead of just one dinner for the year. This change 

will allow us to improve our engagement with vari

ous temples and donors throughout the country.

Our 2016 Road Map
The 2016 btg strategy is a threepronged approach 

for the different distribution avenues. The subscrip

tion programme is popular in South Africa and the 

focus is to grow the donor base and improve donor 

relations. The donation model aims at setting up an 

npo to invite sponsorships for the btg magazine 

from different educational, welfare and healthcare 

institutions. Furthermore, funds raised through this 

avenue will finance btg distribution in Africa. The 

agency model focuses on distribution in Africa, which 

is predominantly based on single sales.

To highlight the 50th anniversary of iskcon, 

the btg Africa Trust will be embarking on Project 

12 000, an initiative to increase the African distribu

tion from 6 000 magazines per issue to 12 000 mag

azines in 2016. We will partner with local temples to 

create or support their btg programmes with devo

tees who want to become btg champions in their areas 

and with individuals who would like serve in the core 

team or in a local implementation team. We believe 

that pushing forward Srila Prabhupada’s magazine 

in this way will add substantially to the revival of 

btg. We encourage all devotees to take up the btg 

course, as it will greatly please His Divine Grace to 

see the distribution of his magazine increase. 
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8 
iN GRATiTUDE

THERE IS AN OLD AFRICAN PROVERB that says: 

“If you want to move fast, travel alone. If you 

want to go far, travel together.” Nothing of en

during significance can be achieved without a 

dedicated team and we therefore take this op

portunity to thank the bbt Africa team for their 

commitment and steady devotional service to 

Srila Prabhupada. 

Thank You 
Special gratitude goes to bbt’s distinguished Senior 

Trustee, Jayadvaita Swami, and the Internation

al Managing Trustee, Govardhana Dasa, for their 

spiritual and fiduciary leadership, anchoring sup

port and guidance in steering bbt Africa onward 

and upward towards fulfilling its vision, mission 

and operational strategies. 

We thank the following iskcon gbc mem

bers for continuing to strengthen the African 

book distribution network and its members with 

enthusiasm, confidence and managerial stability:

 • Gopala Krishna Goswami (Kenya)

 • Kavicandra Swami (West Africa) 

 • MahaVishnu Swami (DRC) 

 • BhaktiBrnga Govinda Swami (Mauritius) 

 • Rama Govinda Swami (Botswana)

 • HH Devamrta Swami (South Africa) 

 • HH Bhakti Caitanya Swami (South Africa) 

A special thank you to iskcon temple presi

dents across the continent; to our bbt Africa ambas

sadors (see page 16), as well as the following devo 

tees for their noteworthy  contributions: Prema 

samputa Dasa (Ghana); Kavikarnapūra Dasa 

(Niger ia), Umapati Dasa (Kenya); Harideva Dasa 

(Mauritius). 

Thank you to all our sponsors and donors. 

Your contributions continue to be a significant 

enabler for bbt Africa’s mandate.

A special dedication goes to the following 

former bbt Africa team members who made out

standing contributions during their tenures:

 • Navina Radhika Dasi: Marketing Communi

cations Manager (2010 – 2014) 

 • HariVallabha Dasa & Anuradhasakhi 

Devi Dasi: Sastra Dana Program Managers 

(2011 – 2015)

 • Krishna Dasa McChambers & Mpho Kgosana: 

btg p.r., Innovation and Communications 

(2014 – 2015)

 • Wendy Romig: English Editing (2015)
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Above from left to right: Navina Radhika Devi Dasi; 
Hari-Vallabha Dasa; Anuradha-sakhi Devi Dasi; 

Below from left to right: Krishna Dasa McChambers; 
Mpho Kgosana; Wendy Romig
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